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In PreK we have been learning about many things within each 
season. When learning about these we continually work on our 
pre-academic math and literacy skills and social skills. Many of our 
activities for literacy and math skills incorporate the themes we talk 
about.  
We have learned what it means and how it looks to be a good 

learner and friend. We have learned all about fall; the changes that take place, animals, 
apples, pumpkins, and firefighters during fire prevention week. We took time in 
November to talk about Thanksgiving and all that goes with it including family, friends 
and food groups. December we engaged our five senses, read gingerbread stories, and 
talked about Christmas. Winter will be all about snow, animals and how they hibernate, 
migrate and adapt, and community helpers. Spring brings new life and we learn about 
spring weather, baby animals, seeds and plants, and insects.  
Pre-Kindergarten is Monday-Friday from 8:10-11:05. We enjoy having Guidance with 
Mrs. O and Library with Mrs. Morris. We enjoy getting our physical activity in at recess 
time and music is incorporated throughout our day.  
Pre-Kindergarten is truly a gift to students. It is a year for them to continue to develop 
emotionally and socially. It is a year for them to gain confidence and self-esteem!  
Thank You!  ~Mrs. Watson 

Title 1 Reading - Shelley Stevenson & Tawnya Staton 
Mrs. Staton and Mrs. Stevenson, Title 1 Reading teachers, have been hard at work helping our 
students in their journey to become better readers.  
Mrs. Stevenson is using the Wilson Reading Program which emphasizes a systematic approach to 
teaching foundational reading skills focusing on phonemic awareness, phonics/word study, high 
frequency word study (trick words), vocabulary, spelling, fluency, and comprehension.  In addition 
there is a handwriting component. 
Wilson Reading incorporates a scaffolded, multi-sensory approach that teaches skills sequentially 
and cumulatively.  Instruction takes place for 25 minutes daily.  Students use manipulative that 
include dry erase boards, letter tiles and letter boards as they learn letter-sound correlation and are 
taught to segment and blend phonemes. 
Mrs. Staton is using Read Naturally with 2nd graders and site word phrases to build fluency skills.   
In 3rd grade we are reading Marvin Redpost Alone in His Teacher’s House and will begin working on 
a readers theater to present to the other 3rd grade classes.   
Our 1st graders are hard at work using the PALs program which reinforces letter sounds, sounding 
out & blending words, sight word practice, and practice through reading a connected text.   
With our Kindergarten students, we are working on our letter sounds and letter names, sight words, 
segmenting 3 letter words, and word families.   
The most important thing you can do is put your cell phone down and read to and with your kids each 
and every day.  Some fun things to do while driving would be rhyming games, find certain letters on 
signs, or have your child read to you while you’re driving.  It doesn’t take that much time and 
it’s quality bonding with your kiddo! 
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2nd Grade Happenings

We are busy learning! - New this year is our math curriculum!

We LOVE learning the “why” and “how” behind solving math problems. 

Some focuses in math this year are:

★ Learning how to be mathematicians and how to use the Standards of Math Practice★ Learning with real life math problems and investigations★ Learning math throughout the day with Number Corner and Math Lessons★ Learning Math through play with Work Places

Miss Anderson - Mrs. Brueggeman - Mrs. Hull - Mrs. Rule

Standards of Math Practice

★ Make sense of problems and persevere in 

solving them

★ Reason abstractly and quantitatively

★ Construct viable arguments and critique the 

reasoning of others

★ Model with mathematics

★ Use appropriate tools strategically

★ Attend to precision

★ Look for and make use of structure

★ Look for and express regularity in repeated 

reasoning

Number Corner

Students engage in calendar based activities with patterns, fact fluency,

number lines, skip counting, measurement, time and many other math

related skills. This daily activity spirals through math skills in order to build

upon foundational skills.

Problems and Investigations

Each unit is divided up into Modules. Each

Module has multiple sessions clustered around

a skill or concept. Many of these investigations

use student ideas and suggestions as a

starting point for solving problems. Teachers

build on students’ prior knowledge and guide

learners toward deeper understanding of

concepts. We focus not only on our Second

Grade Common Core Math Standards, but also

Standards of Mathematical Practices. These

are thinking skills and work habits that help

students to be successful at problem solving.

Work Places

During Work Places students extend their learning

through interactive games and activities with their peers.

Students can self select games that review and

reinforces current and previously taught investigations.



5th Grade Science - Kim Petersen 

This past quarter the fifth grade science students have been working on developing 
a deeper understanding of matter and its properties.  The students were involved in a variety 
of labs.  They enjoyed transferring small amounts copper from pennies to steel nails, 
causing vinegar and baking soda explosions in ziplock bags, and stacking water with 
different levels of density.  Along with learning about science standards, they have also 
grown in their abilities to work cooperatively in small groups, communicate opinions, and 
conduct fair tests.  The fifth grade science curriculum is full of hands-on learning activities 
that will challenge and motivate them to stay curious about science, and the world around 
them. 
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5th Grade Social Studies. - Mr. Sheahan  

We have had a great start to the year. The incoming 5th grade class has been full of 

hard-working students who enjoy their learning, especially in social studies. In social studies 

this year, we have had a curriculum change. The state passed new standards recently, and 

we are incorporating them into the 5th grade classroom this year. They are more inquiry-

based, meaning the students have to find more information on their own, and come up with 

opinions to essential questions based on the information given to them. They will evaluate 

sources and formulate opinions based on those sources. The students have done a great 

job of this so far, it has been fun to see them venture through it to enhance their learning.  

 We started the year focusing on exploration. We talked about: What happens when 

different cultures collide? We learned why different explorers went exploring and how those 

motives influenced their actions towards the natives they encountered on new found lands. 

We talked about how different groups treated natives and why they may have done that 

based on the country’s motives for sending out explorers. We focused on the Columbian 

Exchange and how it played a huge role in our history, having new foods, animals crossing 

the Atlantic, germs causing mass diseases to death among Native American groups.  

 We are now in our Colonization unit. Our essential question for the unit is: What is the 

impact of people settling in a new place? We have talked about Jamestown and the New 

England colonies and the struggles they faced when they first arrived in a new place. We 

talked about how they had to rely on natives for help. But, how those relationships were on 

fragile ground which led to some clashing between the two groups. We will now turn our 

attention towards the Middle and Southern colonies and how and why they were developed, 

what life was like for those living there, and how it is different amongst the three colonial 

regions. Students will answer supporting questions along the way to help their learning. (I 

have just this year discovered Google Classroom and it has been a game changer!) They 

will complete some Venn Diagrams and create an advertisement, picking a colony they 

would want to live and tell me why. They will need to include industries present, weather, 

benefits to living there (such as freedom of religion, diversity, etc.) They will end the unit 

creating a comic strip answering the essential question, explaining different things that occur 

when people settle in a new place.  Second semester will turn towards the American 

Revolution and the Constitution. This year has been fun and I look forward to seeing how it 

finishes out!  
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Mrs. Dowling’s 6th Grade Science and Literacy 
No Internet? No Problem! 
       ~written by Morgan Bryan & Maddie Berggren~ 
     On October 13th, the town of Roland was without internet so the 6th 
grade did the paper chain challenge. Each team had a piece of 
construction paper, a foot long piece of tape, and scissors. With only 
these materials they had to make the longest 
paper chain they could! The longest chain was 
made by Maddie Berggren, Adamaris Cruz, 
Ryan Donaldson, and Lupita Conchas. Their 
paper chain reached from one end of the room 
to the other. The most creative chain was 
made by Trevor Britten, Hayden Jansen, Cael 
Faber, and Stella Heitoff. They cut two huge 

links and put them together. Then Mrs. Dowling put all of them up as 
Halloween decorations! A student stated, “It was one of my favorite things 
we did this quarter!” The paper chain challenge was so fun! No internet, no 
problem! 

Welcome To Sixth Grade
~written by Kaitlyn Downs & Saskia Shold~

When first coming into 6th grade we all had different concepts of what we thought was coming out of the year.

What the Students expected:
Alli Janes predicted that there would be a lot of
homework and we would be a lot busier. Cael
Vermeer expected there to be a lot more fun
projects.

What the Students Think Now of  6th grade:
Adamaris Cruz thinks that sixth grade is a challenge but if you
pay attention and work hard you will succeed. Gabe Jonas thinks
there is a lot of hard work, a ton of homework, and longer until
lunch and recess.

 
Deer Heart Story! 

-written by CJ Thoreson & Olivia Reitano- 
A 6th grader named Olivia Reitano brought in the heart of a 
deer to science class. The whole 6Dowling class got a chance to 
touch the heart(with some gloves).  When we touched the deer 
heart we also got to examine the different vessels and see the 
different parts of the heart.  While some people thought this 
was awesome and wanted to touch it, others didn’t so they just 
observed it. This deer heart was a great experience for the class 
while we learned about body systems!  
 



7th Grade Social Studies, Math and Leadership 

2019-20 School Year 

Mrs. Holmes 

Happy 2019-20 school year.  We are well into second quarter already!     

In the world of social studies we will thoroughly cover the Fertile Crescent and how the beginning of 

time has affected today. We hold city council meetings in each social studies class and change the 

Hammurabi law with the intention to improve society. The students are currently working hard on 

research, five paragraph paper and google slide. Each unit will  relate to current events going on in 

the world today. For example, how the laws of Hammurabi turned into the laws of today and the 

democracy of Greece has helped create our strong government of checks and balances.  They will 

create their own empire and prepare themselves for the questions of their class following their 

presentation.  It will be so interesting to hear their insight as to what it takes to create an empire and 

“sell” their vision to their people.  We will also cover Rome and then fourth quarter bring things home 

by learning about the Medieval Times of today. Then getting to bring it all together and relating our 

government to the past and what a very special United States of America we are!!!! We have started 

a social studies economy project called “Makin-A-Livin” which will tie math skills together with the 

economy of other countries. 

In math we will review the foundational principles of what makes math work and then adding on 

some beginning algebra and geometry concepts.  The biggest challenges seem to be hanging onto 

all math concepts while adding more and applying them to different kinds of situations.  As the 

confidence grows in the area of math, their math will too.   

We always enjoy tying into both the World History and Math classroom how important it is to do the 

right thing and to always continue to grow as a person. 

Leadership has been a lot of fun this year.  We started the year talking about what kind of a person 

we desire to be and what our strongest and weakest qualities are. Learning how to apply our 

strongest qualities as leaders while developing our weaknesses. Being real and honest about our 

growth by learning to be proactive about our thoughts and actions.  

“It’s the way we do what we do that sets us apart from the rest” 
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Special Education - Mrs. Payne 
Each day in special education, students are getting the support they need to achieve great 
things. Working on academic or behavior goals, practicing skills with associates, receiving 
speech or physical therapy, building relationships, and gaining new strategies for learning 
and using knowledge are just a few of the ways the students are growing each day. The 
students this fall have been studying many new things, both in grade-level classrooms and 
in Mrs. Payne’s room, including reading novels, giving presentations, writing narratives and 
reports, conducting science experiments and developing new math skills. We are excited for 
what the rest of the 2019-2020 school year holds! 

Special Education - Mrs. Alonzo 
It’s hard to believe that Thanksgiving and Christmas are right around the corner!  It seems 

like only a short time ago Mr. Town was sharing our word to focus on this year.  Each year, 

Mr. Town chooses one word and challenges staff and students at Roland-Story Middle 

School to concentrate on throughout the year.  This year, our word is grateful.  Below are 

just a few things students shared that they are grateful for at Roland-Story Middle School.

G -  Growing Minds
R -  Remarkable Experiences
A -  Assemblies
T -  Teachers
E -  Extracurricular Activities
F -  Fifty Years of Excellence
U - Unwavering Support
L -  Laughter 
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Math Courses - Leland Schwartz 

This year there are three sections of Geometry at the high school.  So far the main 
topics students studied are deductive and inductive reasoning and the properties of 
basic geometric shapes such as triangles and quadrilaterals.  The students will soon be 
studying properties of circles, polygons, and 3-dimensional shapes.  

There are two sections of Algebra I this year.  These students are using a new 
curriculum called Illustrative Mathematics, which is done completely online.  Students 
started by reviewing and learning statistical concepts such as measures of center and 
variability, including mean, median, and standard deviation.  Next, students learned 
about using linear equations and inequalities to model and solve problems.  The second 
semester will be spent digging deeper into different types of mathematical functions.  

There is one section of Integrated Math 3.  This is the third year of the math requirement 
for students who do not take the traditional track of Algebra 1, Geometry, and Algebra 2.  
These students have learned a variety of topics that are covered in the other classes, 
just at a different pace and order.  The second semester will focus on mathematics in 
regards to financial literacy. 

Upper-Level Math Courses - Rick Stover 

There are 109 students taking upper level math courses this year. We have 66 students in 
Algebra 2, 27 in Pre-Calculus and 16 in Calculus. College-bound students should take a 
“core curriculum” which includes three years of math, at least through Algebra 2. Students in 
these courses use their own or a school-provided TI-84+ graphing calculator to use 
throughout the year. Parents or students wishing to purchase their own are encouraged to 
get one of the Texas Instruments model TI-84+ calculators. (The best time of the year to 
purchase one is right before school starts up in August, as that is when they are typically on 
sale.) They come in different colors and have HD color screens. These calculators are 
approved for use on the ACT or SAT Exams. 
    Calculus students have been busy this semester learning about limits and derivatives. 
They will again have the opportunity to earn 5 college credits through concurrent enrollment 
with DMACC in the spring semester. The students must take and pass the ALEKS test with a 
score of 76 or higher to be eligible to take Calculus second semester. Students are 
completing this process now through early December, in addition to their studies. 
     Pre-Calc students have worked with polynomial, exponential, and logarithmic functions 
so far this year and are closing out the semester starting a three chapter unit on 
trigonometry. 
     Algebra 2 students are working with the new Illustrative Mathematics curriculum this year. 
Rather than using a textbook, all of the lessons can be accessed on-line. We are currently 
completing a unit on polynomial and rational functions, and will finish the semester working 
with exponents, roots and radicals. 
     If you have questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact me at  
rstover@roland-story.k12.ia.us 
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WELCOME TO HIGH HIGH SCHOOL PE:  Larry Ammerman  
9-12 Physical Education / Health & Wellness / Asst. Football / Head Girls Golf 
The Physical Education Department attempts to provide a wide variety of activities so all 
students have the opportunity to learn and participate in many life long activities.  
Emphasis is on participating to the best of one’s ability, appropriate conduct in a co-
educational setting, cooperation with peers, and having fun in the various activities. 
Physical education prepares children to be physically and mentally active, and helps 
them stay fit and healthy for life.  Here are some of the many benefits children receive 
from a quality PE program: 

•Improved physical fitness. 
•Skill and motor skills development. 
•Provides regular, healthful physical activity. 
•Teaches self-discipline. 
•Facilitates development of student responsibility for health and fitness. 
•Influence moral development, leadership, and cooperation with others. 
•Stress reduction – an outlet for releasing tension and anxiety. 
•Strengthened peer relationships. 
•Physical education can improve self-confidence and self-esteem. 
•Respect - PE helps you respect your body, classmates and teammates. 
•Experience in setting goals. 
•Improved academics! 

PE teaches children how to be active in many sports or activities. They take their new 
skills and confidence and use them outside of school ...for life. 
Research by the Physical Activity Council shows that adults who have PE are less 
sedentary and participate in more activities outside of school.  
Why is physical education in our local schools important? Many teens are showing early 
signs of cardiovascular risk factors such as physical inactivity, excess weight, high blood 
cholesterol and cigarette smoking.  Inactive children are more likely to become inactive 
adults.  Healthy lifestyle training should start in childhood to promote, improved 
cardiovascular health in adult life.   As children we spend most of our time playing.  As 
we get older we lose sight of how much fun it is to play.  We are hoping to help students 
remember how much fun playing and learning can be! 
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Industrial Technology news from first semester 2019-20: Paul Higginbottom 
Roland-Story Industrial Technology students continue to demonstrate their skills in 
product design and product development.  New equipment purchases each year allows 
students to enhance their skill level and make better and higher quality projects.  It also 
makes them better prepared for employment in the skilled trades.  The following is a 
summary of the curriculum for each class this semester: 

Computer Integrated Manufacturing- 
This course involves the study of modern manufacturing automation through the use of 
C.A.D.  (Computer Aided Design), C.N.C. (Computer Numeric Coding), and C.A.M. 
(Computer Aided Machining).  Building on computer solid modeling skills, students use 
C.N.C. equipment to produce actual models of three-dimensional designs.  A new 
addition this year is a Makerbot 3-D printer.  Students are now able to produce a 3 
dimensional prototype of their computer generated design. 

Wood Processes and Production - 
During this semester students did a great deal of work 
on various wood joints used in woodworking and 
cabinet making construction.  We experimented with a 
simple box project that utilized five different joinery 
techniques.  Several supporting assignments helped 
to develop an understanding of wood identification, 
board feet calculations, cost estimating and wood 
finishing methods.  All of these learned techniques 
helped students as they completed their final 
individual semester projects.  

Welding - 
The work done in Welding Technology 
focuses on the entire process of fusing 
metal.  Students learned welding blue-print 
reading and development, metal 

preparation, equipment settings and 
adjustments, weld joint construction, welding 
in various positions and weld finishing.  All 
students demonstrated Oxyacetylene Welding 
(OFW), Electric Arc Welding (SMAW) and Gas 
Metal Arc Welding (GMAW) processes.  All of 
these skills were applied to their final Welding 
Project for the Semester. 
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Technical Drawing - 
Technical Drawing is one of the most important 
courses offered in Industrial Technology.  All of 
the other Industrial Technology courses utilize 
the skills and information provided in Technical 
Drawing.  Students learn basic drafting skills, 
measurement (using fractions and decimals), 
multi-view drawings, isometric design and 
Computer Aided Design (C.A.D.) for both 
Engineering and Architecture. 

Second Semester Courses will include: 
Materials Processing 
Metals Technology 
Engineering CAD 
Architectural CAD 

Multimedia - 
Multimedia is a year round course that summarizes the events and activities 
surrounding the Roland-Story school year.  The final product to come from the year’s 
efforts is, of course, the hard bound publication known as the yearbook.   Students learn 
digital photography and photo editing.  Using the Jostens Yearbook Website these 
photographs are imported onto the page templates.  The pages are then arranged and 
manipulated to final design layout and then sent off for publication. 

You can order your R.S. Yearbook by going to their website:  
www.jostens.com 
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“By Spring the Norsemen name was known and feared throughout the state.  
Victory had now become a ROLAND-STORY trait.  

Where Rockets soared and Vikings conquered, Norsemen now ruled all.
In every sport they saw success - from track to basketball.

Guided by the senior class, defeat was seldom known.
The NORSEMEN did what either school could not have done alone!” 

                            -Roland-Story High School Yearbook 1969-1970
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Fall/Winter Newsletter 2019 
Agriculture Education 

 The Agriculture Education department has been off and running this fall in both 
the classroom as well as the FFA organization.  We are serving the needs of 124 
students between the four classes which include:  Agriculture Education I, Meteorology, 
Botany, and Agricultural Mechanics.   

We are offering two sections this year of the Agriculture 
Education I class.  We continue to utilize the CASE (curriculum 
for agriculture science education) curriculum entitled AFNR 
(agriculture food and natural resources) in which the students 
are learning about agriculture 
opportunities and careers.  In 
addition, the students have 
finished a unit learning about 
wood shop where they made 
miniature basketball 
backboards.  Future units 
include Financial Literacy 
where students will learn 

about starting their own SAE projects, Parliamentary 
Procedure where they will learn about how to conduct 
business in a meeting by following Robert’s Rules of 
Order and will finish the semester with a unit involving sciences of agriculture. 

The Agricultural Mechanics class is currently working 
on a unit involving small gas engines.  Future units 
include the mechanics of agriculture in which students 
will learn about the creation of projects.  Prior units 
have involved electrical wiring 
and the engineering processes. 

In our Meteorology class, the 
students are learning about 
climate and weather and the 
factors that influence both.  Our 
most current topic is on 
condensation and evaporation.  
Future units are air pressure and 
air circulation. 

In the Botany class, students have been learning about plant 
growth, soils influence on plants and most recently, about 
hydroponics.  Future units include units of study in anatomy and 
physiology of plants, taxonomy of plants and the growing 
environment of plants. 
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Our FFA chapter has been busy this fall with fruit 
sales, farm safety programs, wrapping up our 
community garden and most recently, attending the 
National FFA Convention.  Upcoming activities involve 
our annual 2nd grade food packaging program for 2nd 
graders and the delivery of products for fruit sales. 
Further Information about the Agriculture Education 
program can be located at our departmental web site:   
www.rsffa.org 
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Roland-Story Newsletter is published five times per year:  at the end of each quarter and in 
July.  It is also available on our website at rolandstory.school. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
December 23-January 2- Winter Break 
Feb 11th - Middle School Conferences 

Feb 14th - No School  
March 10 - Elementary School Conferences 

March 12 - High School Conferences 
March 16-20 Spring Break 
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